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By Camille Moore & Zhari Clay

E 
motions are running high 
in Ferguson, Mo., after 
the fatal shooting of Mike 
Brown on August 9. No 

one would have known that warm 
sunny day would have ended so 
badly. At 11:51 p.m., Brown crossed 
paths with a police officer and by 
12:01 a.m., he was lying lifeless in 
the street. His death sparked out-
rage in this small town. 
 Out of solidarity for the family 
and supporters of Brown, Oakwood 
University organized a “moment 
of silence” during the New Student 
Orientation Week in August. Stu-
dents gathered to remember Brown 
who would have been attending ori-
entation at another university that 
same week. Oakwood USM Presi-
dent Tahjai Conkerite shared “It 
could have literally been me or any 
other student at Oakwood. If we are 
not more aware of the world around 
us, it could happen to us just as eas-
ily.”
 Oakwood University President 
Dr. Leslie Pollard was also in at-
tendance. He explained the frus-
trations of the young black com-
munity and how to move on in the 
future. “The death of Mike Brown 
has sent a shock wave through the 
young adult community—it has 
been a wake-up call. In my conver-
sations with this generation, one 
thing surfaces consistently in our 
discussions of the Mike Brown kill-
ing. His death has reawakened their 
underlying fear, in spite of all hopes 
to the contrary, America may not 
be post-racial. Progress may seem 
like a fleeting effort in our society, 

the shooting of Trayvon Martin—
both unarmed. A recent autopsy 
report has revealed that Brown was 
shot six times. 
 Despite the news reports of a 
“war-zoned” Ferguson, there has 
not been complete mayhem. There 
are so many people fighting to 
keep their city together. Some have 
walked miles from home to bring 
water and milk to relieve the burn-
ing from tear gas. Volunteers have 
brought free groceries, pampers, 
and books to those with children 
who have been unable to leave their 
homes due to road blockage (in the 
Canfield Green Apartments) near 
where Brown was shot. Volunteers 

also grilled hundreds of hot dogs for 
anyone who wanted them, includ-
ing law enforcement.
 What happens now? The fate 
of Darren Wilson, the officer who 
killed Brown, is in the hands of a 
jury. While his case could be moved 
to court, two things will be the de-
ciding factors in regard to his con-
viction: was a crime committed and 
was there probable cause for the 
shooting. The jurors must decide 
if he is guilty of a crime, beyond a 
reasonable doubt. Until then, all we 
can do is wait and pray for justice 
for Mike Brown. 

but it is imperative to have a voice 
and reject indifference. Of all the 
significant quotes, one stands out. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said ‘Injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere,’” said Dr. Pollard.
 Conkerite also spoke with the 
freshman class and related this 
recent event to their experience 
at Oakwood. “My prayer for our 
young adults is that they would 
convert this tragedy into a relent-
less motivation to maximize the op-
portunities purchased by unnamed 
millions who died for our progress.”
 Michael Brown’s death comes 
five years after the shooting of Os-
car Grant and only two years after 
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Silence is Golden

Students of Oakwood University participate in a moment of silence for Mike Brown. Photo by Anthony Chornes, II. 
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move on stronger than before.
So far, college life has been a mixture of hap-

piness, stress, love, and loneliness. Yet, these ex-
periences will all contribute to making me into a 
strong individual. Minister Andrew Murray put 
it best when he said, “Do not strive in your own 
strength; cast yourself at the feet of the Lord Jesus, 
and wait upon Him in the sure confidence that 
He is with you, and works in you. Strive in prayer; 
let faith fill your heart-so will you be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His might.” 

In time, my seat will be filled, and I won’t be 
an empty seat anymore. You, the reader, also have 
a seat to fill. You’re life is important and you’re 
future is bright. Don’t waste it. Have you started 
filling your seat today? 

The

R E I D  R E V I E W
R E I D I N G  B E T W E E N  T H E  L I N E S

Greetings, Oakwood 
University! This is 
your Spreading Oak  
Editor- in-Chie f , 

Jyremy Reid, here! I hope you 
all have had a great summer 
and are doing well in all your 
classes so far. I would also like 
to give a special welcome to the 
class of 2018.  

College is a life-changing experience. It’s the 
place where most people find out what kind of 
person they are destined to become. I like to think 
of life as an empty seat, waiting for something to 
fill it. And until one finally determines who he or 
she is, that seat will continue to stay empty.  I have 
come a long way since my freshman year and I 
still have a long journey ahead of me. However, 
the time I’ve spent here at Oakwood University is 
helping me in filling my seat.

I have a huge vision for this year’s Spreading 
Oak.  I don’t just want this to be any kind of news-
paper. I want this paper to be one where the Spirit 
of Christ can be seen through the words printed.  
I’ve been reading a lot of Ellen White’s writings 
this past summer. And the more I read her writ-
ings, the more I am convinced that we, as the 
youth, have the greatest influence over our peers. 
I’ve learned so much this past summer. I feel as 
though God has been working to get my attention 
back to Him. I’ve learned patience. I’ve learned 
humility. I’ve learned peace. I’ve learned joy. I’ve 
experienced long-suffering. I’ve learned love. And 
I’ve learned forgiveness. All of these lessons are 
what I will need to utilize in order to become the 
leader that God has called me to be. That’s what 
the Christian life is all about: daily construction, 
daily dying to our sins, and standing up for the 
right though the heavens fall. And what a better 
place to spread God’s love than our dear Univer-
sity and beyond.  

Back in middle school, I was somewhat of a 
follower. And as many kids around the ages of 
11-13, I wanted to be “cool” and fit in with ev-
eryone else. But it wasn’t until after eighth grade, 

that I began to stand up on my own two feet. In 
high school I began to establish myself as an in-
dependent person. I became self-sufficient and 
developed my own sense of self-esteem. I would 
make my own decisions in order to set myself 
apart from everyone else. I give high school a lot 
of credit when I say that it definitely helped me 
in filling a portion of my seat, as well as finding 
part of myself.

My spiritual walk with God is my greatest 
concern. I try to read Psalm 91 every morning 
which says: “I will say of the Lord, He is my ref-
uge and my fortress: my God; in Him will I trust.  
Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of 
the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.  He 
shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His 
wings shalt thou trust: and His truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler.”

It is indeed harder to do what is right on my 
own without my parents or other trusted fam-
ily members around to guide me. All kinds of 
temptations are popping up right in front of me.  
Only trust in the Lord and the prayers of every-
one who wants me to succeed will keep me from 
falling. However, I am human and I will make 
mistakes. Yet, those mistakes should not hinder 
me from growing into the man I am to become.  
If anything, I should learn from my faults and 

Photo by x|Posure
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gust 21, Dr. Leslie Pollard and USM Presi-
dent Tahjai Conkerite accepted the Ice Bucket 
Challenge from Dr. Gordon Bietz, president 
of Southern Adventist University; and Dr. 
Tricia Pennicooke, dean of the School of Pub-
lic Health at Loma Linda University. Other 
entities that have completed the challenge 
include Student Services, Holland Hall, and 
OUBN just to name a few. 
*Note: At the time of publication, more than 
$88 million has been raised because of the Ice 
Bucket Challenge for ALS research. For more 
information, please visit www.alsa.org. 

CAMPUS NEWS
The Power of 
a Challenge
Reginald Mattison
Spreading Oak Staff Writer

Close your eyes and imagine how your 
lives would be if you had Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). Imagine sitting 
in a chair and the only voluntary mus-

cle movement comes from your eyes. You cannot 
move your scratch your head, fix your clothes, 
or even shift your weight in your chair. Imagine 
every morning having to depend on your mom, 
dad, sister, or even a dean to bathe, dress, and take 
care of your personal hygiene needs without be-
ing able to move the slightest muscle to assist in 
the process.
 Individuals who are diagnosed with ALS ex-
perience what is described above. ALS is a pro-
gressive disease that destroys the cells in the 
spinal cord and the brain. It affects the motor neu-
rons, which are responsible for the movement of 
muscle. Normally, ALS begins to affect the lower 
limbs of the body then moves to affect the upper 
limbs and organs of the body. It is rare, however, 
for ALS to affect the upper limbs of the body and 
then move to the lower limbs.
 This summer, the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 
has brought awareness as well as raise funding* 

for scientific research to find a cure for ALS. The 
Challenge consists of a person pouring ice-cold 
water (with ice cubes) on him or herself. After 
the challenge is complete, the person then do-
nates money to the ALS Foundation. Pamela Al-
leyne, projects specialist for Student Accounts, 
is pleased of the awareness that the Challenge 
is bringing. “Because ALS is not as prevalent as 
cancers or a sexually transmitted disease, there’s 
a lack of public attention,” she said. Alleyne 
knows deeply the affects of this disease as she 
lost her husband to it in 2002.
 The Ice Bucket Challenge has been a major 
source of awareness for the disease on the Oak-
wood campus. Following First Chapel on Au-

Blessed Beginnings
Zhari Clay, Spreading Oak Staff Writer

On August 21, Dr. Leslie Pollard gave 
an inspiring address titled, “I Press” 
for the University’s First Chapel ser-
vice. A special anointing service fol-

lowed President Pollard’s spiritual address, and 
was led by Howard Weems, Ph.D., senior chap-
lain and assistant to the president for Spiritual 
Life. A steady stream of faculty, staff, and students 
flowed through the aisles toward the front of the 
Oakwood University Church sanctuary where 
ministers with small bottles of scented oil prayed 
for and anointed the foreheads of those seeking a 
renewal of their faith and spiritual strengthening 

for the new academic year.
   During the service, the Aeolians 
sang the Negro National Anthem, 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.” Jocelyn 
Smith, a member of the Aeolians, 
commented, “I was so excited to be 
on stage again, performing for the 
glory of the Lord. I really feel like 
He’s going to bless this school year.”  

Pastor Alphonso Green of First Church anoints an Oakwood student. Photo 
by Anthony Chornes, II.

Dr. Leslie Pollard and Tahjai Conkerite participate in the Ice Bucket Challenge. Photo by Roland Scott. 
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Oakwood Introduces Student 
Philanthropy Initiative 
Cindy Fernandez
Spreading Oak Staff Writer

Meet Imani Cherry. Imani is 22 
years old and a graduate of Oak-
wood University. This past May, 
she was presented with the as-

signment of being the forefront of Oakwood 
University Student Philanthropy (OUSP), and 
this year, they are focusing on environmental 
sustainability. 

OUSP was created to awaken the sleeping 
spirit of giving that exists among the student 
body. “It’s a natural extension of who I am. We 
should share our resources naturally. I really do 
believe in it. I enjoy it. It’s something I will do 
for the rest of my life,” she shared when talking 
about the value of OUSP. 
   Imani asked me to imagine a year at Oak-
wood University without the generosity of the 
United Negro College Fund or the financial sup-

port of those gracious enough to donate to their 
chapters of the Alumni Association. I looked at 
Imani with a blank stare. I honestly could not 
do it. The goodwill of hard working men and 
women help keep us afloat. OUSP is “students 
helping students” as she put it.  This organiza-
tion was created to get you and I involved. On a 
daily basis, I hear someone complain about the 
state the school is in. Someone is always dissat-
isfied with something. Sometimes it’s the chairs 
in the classrooms or the conditions of the build-
ings. Oakwood, our opportunity is here. OUSP 
was created for us. Administrators are calling for 
our involvement in the developmental opera-
tion of the university. We have been given the 
opportunity to create change while we are still 
here. Philanthropic efforts built West Oaks, the 
BT building, and are currently renovating Cart-

er Hall. If we create this habit for ourselves now, we 
are not only helping ourselves but also impacting an 
entire new generation. 
 As I sit on my bed at West Oaks, I smile. I am 
thankful to those who made the construction of 
these buildings possible. Oakwood, we are being 
asked to take part in the giving. Remember that 
sharing is caring. 

A Fresh Start for the Class of 2018
Lauren David
Spreading Oak Staff Writer

Excitement, happiness, fear, pressure. 
These are just a few of the emotions the 
students experienced as they crowded 
into “The MAC” also known as the skat-

ing rink during New Student Orientation. Al-
though anxious about making new friends and 
meeting new people, the class of 2018 clicked im-
mediately. The class was able to further connect 
throughout the week-long orientation days begin-
ning as early as 8:00 a.m. and lasting until 11:00 
p.m. 

The students were able to narrow down their 
top three favorite activities of the week. Taking 
lead was the Playfair. On Saturday night, August 
16, students gathered into Ashby Auditorium by 
way of the insanely hyped navigators for a night 
of games and laughter while learning the impor-
tance of community. The games forced students to 

interact with people they had never met through 
lighthearted competition. “I loved being split 
into different teams! Meeting new people was 
both scary and overwhelming all at the same 
time,” said Candace Holder of London England. 
After a number of games that involved rotating 
throughout the room, the riveting night ended 
with the navigators leading out the OU chant in 
a deafening roar. 

The second most talked about event was 
Funday Sunday. Students united again on Sun-
day, August 17, for an afternoon of what can 
only be described as endless fun. Upon arrival, 
students were greeted by a number of different 
games including an obstacle course, balance 
beam, and boulder dash. These games not only 
tested students physical and mental strength but 
also brought each group closer together through 

teamwork and perseverance. “I wish Funday Sun-
day lasted longer. Those games brought out the 
child in me,” said Joy Sendagala of Uganda Africa. 

The final event that made the list was the 
Freshman Challenge. As one of the last major 
events, this one was said to be something that will 
never be forgotten. “It was so live! I loved seeing all 
the groups get excited for each other,” said Taylor 
Palmer of Hartford Connecticut. Freshman chal-
lenge was where the groups that were formed dur-
ing orientation rehearsed weeklong in preparation 
for a final talent show. This show allowed students 
to showcase any skills they have to their peers in a 
safe and friendly environment. 

Overall, orientation is something no new stu-
dent will ever forget. It’s where friends are made, 
classmates are met, and where lives are changed. 

Campus News Continued....
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SPORTS

OUAmbassadors
Gabriel Carter
Spreading Oak Sports Editor

As freshmen are learn-
ing the ropes of what it 
is like to be in college 
and returning students 

are getting reacclimated with tak-
ing classes, the OU spirit is needed 
now more than ever. Besides Cha-
pel and Friday night AY, nothing 
else brings Oakwood students together more than Oakwood 
University sports. This college is headed toward an amazing 
year in sports. Spreaking Oak will take you from the basket-
ball court, to the football field, and even to the baseball field 
when necessary. There is a lot going on, and we are prepared 
to give you all of it.

Approximately 50 of Oakwood’s newest hoopers recent-
ly gathered for the chance to be one of the lucky 15 who will 
fight for a place on the men’s basketball team. All around 
campus, you hear mumbles of how impressive this year’s 
freshman class is. I got a chance to talk to Coach Jacob and 
he expressed that he was excited about this year’s crop and 
“they might be one of the best yet.” They had an interest-
ing mixture of high flyers and sharp shooters. With it being 
obvious that talent is present, their next feat will be one of 
endurance, seeing whose stamina is prepared for the rigor it 
takes to be an Oakwood Ambassador.

We cannot forget about our Lady Ambassadors! They 
do the best job on campus of kicking the guys out of the 
gym and setting up their volleyball nets or getting ready to 
hoop themselves. Our ladies recently had their volleyball 
tryouts and also started soccer and basketball practice. They 
are more focused than ever and are preparing to have an 
undefeated season.

Understanding that we all have different time schedules, 
Oakwood University does an amazing job with providing 
other opportunities for people who cannot commit to full-
time athletic responsibility. With that being said, intramural 
football is coming up. Sports unify this school and allow us 
all to show our “blue and gold pride.” As we keep watch of 
these activities, the chant that should be roaring through 
this campus is, “GO AMBASSADORS!” 
 

Oakwood Introduces Student 
Philanthropy Initiative 

FINAL Spreadign Oak Copy.indd   5 9/10/14   10:51 AM



6  { s p r e a d i n g  o a k }

the Reformation. He translated the Bible into the 
English vernacular, which helped lay the founda-
tion of the reformation that followed. The reforma-
tion began in Switzerland. Will Farel, John Calvin, 
Theodore Beza, and John Knox were four of some 
of the prominent leaders of the Protestant Reforma-
tion. Calvin’s aim was to set the true teachings of the 
church out into Europe. He wanted the city of Gene-
va to become a model of Christianity and practice. 
Under his leadership, Geneva became a center for 
the reformed faith in Europe. wJohn Knox, a stu-
dent of Calvin, identified the four beasts of Daniel 7, 
therefore warning the people of the events to come.

The actions of these ruthless leaders are soon 
to be accounted in that great judgment day.  The 
remnant of the church of Revelation 12 are the spiri-
tual ears of a long and worthy line of God’s chosen 
people. 

Numerous Christians prayed for the extension 
of Rome’s power, so that the appearance of the 
antichrist would be delayed. However, just like 
the prophecies in Daniel 7, a new power did 
arise; a power known in Rome as the Pope, king 
of bishops. 

The church was in desperate need of re-
form. So on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther, a 
monk, nailed his 95 thesis to the castle church 
door or Wittenberg, Germany. Luther’s reading 
of the New Testament gave him an astonish-
ing discovery. He found the forgiveness was a 
gift of God rather than something to be earned 
or bought. This discovery would become the 
cornerstone of the reformation.  

Other prominent Christian scholars began 
to contribute to the reformation as the years 
moved on. John Wycliffe, English Scholastic 
philosopher, is known as the Morning Star of 

RELIGION
The Road Map to Success

The Apostasy

Isaac Nwadike
Spreading Oak Spiritual Editor

It’s a new school year, and with a new year 
comes new goals. I recently asked a fresh-
man about his goals for this year. He simply 
told me that he wanted to pass his classes, 

and have more fun than high school. This re-
sponse made me think about my own personal 
goals and a verse popped into my head. The verse 
comes from Jeremiah 29:11, which reads, “For I 
know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 
the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” Every time I hear this 
verse I feel blessed because I know God has amaz-
ing plans for my life. No matter how hard the tri-
als may be, I know God has a greater plan.
 I would encourage and remind you, the read-
ers, about the amazing plans that God has for 
your future this school year and beyond. Some of 

you have goals to graduate, get straight 
A’s, make Aeolians or Dynamic Praise, 
and other extracurricular activities. 
Whether you have these goals or not, I 
want to remind you that God has your 
back and He will see you through. The 
verse above states that God has a great 
future planned just for you. All you 
need to do is stay connected to His promise and He 
will carry you. As you enter this new school year, 
remember that God is with you. God will never let 
you go, and He will never let you fail.  He wants only 
the best for you and wants to prepare you for your 
earthly and heavenly future.  So this school year stay 
connected to God and call on Him.  He loves you and 
wants you to succeed. Be blessed and stay encour-
aged.   

Back in the early centuries, the king-
doms of Europe were filled with 
poorly educated, inactive, and plea-
sure loving priests and monks.  These 

lethargic church leaders were more concerned 
with the benefits of the priests and its associ-
ated power, than with the spiritual affairs of 
those they were ordained to serve. The lives of 
many of the clergy were that of a scam.

Roman emperors such as Nero and Diocle-
tian put many Christians to death by throw-
ing them in an arena while wild beasts would 
rip them to pieces, much to the delight of the 
crowd.  Many Christians and biblical scholars 
identified Rome as the fourth beast of the Dan-
iel 7. It was predicted that Rome’s fall would 
be the world’s next shaking event, and closely 
followed by the appearance of the antichrist. 

Jyremy Reid
Spreading Oak Editor-in-Chief

“All you need to do is stay 

connected to His promise 

and He will carry you.”
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molecules together they both lose their original identity. It is in 
this section of the lecture where Jesus began to speak to me very 
clearly. He told me “Justin, see you are like Chloride, you are a 
yellow poisonous gas, by yourself with your properties alone 
you are harmful, detrimental, only made for destruction and 
danger, but it is ok because my death on the cross is where the 
science of bonding was originally created. I came down into 
this world, the Word made flesh and I striped myself of my 
original heavenly properties. When I endured death on Cal-
vary, I did that so that you can have the opportunity to be made 
new. If you create a bond with me a loving, merciful, healing, 
and powerful God, you can lose your original properties, and 
be transformed into a Redeemed and upright human being.” 

For atoms, happiness is achieved through the octet rule, 
maintaining eight electrons in its outermost shell. For us, as sin-
ners happiness is achieved through what I like to call the trinity 
rule. As long as the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are in the in-
nermost shell of our lives will be a living example of Christ and 
one day, lose the property of sin forever.  

Bonded with Christ
Justin Jordan
Spreading Oak Staff Writer

The beginning of this semester has been quite a sur-
prise for me. I am a senior enrolled in a massive pile 
of credit hours. With the addition to the massive pile, 
I have been thrown into the fiery furnace of learning 

how to manage my classes, music, and graduate school audi-
tions. There have been a growing number of tremendous im-
provements as well as disappointing behavior patterns occuring 
in the lives of many of my peers. I have even noticed the book 
stores attempt to step up in the world of fashion with a new 
shipment of Dri-Fit Nike gear. These are a few of the many sur-
prises that have caught my attention throughout the first couple 
of weeks of school.

Although the many surprises listed have unfortunately been 
stored in various sections of my brain, there is one not listed of 
yet that holds a special place in my heart. The number one sur-
prise I have experienced this semester is my attentiveness, focus, 
and comprehension level I am able to maintain participating in 
my current Life Science class. The way I am able to sit in the 
classroom, listen to the teacher and then regurgitate the infor-
mation back to the instructor is just incredible. This is coming 
from someone, who honestly has not been able to cling to the 
subject of science for quite some time now. Surprisingly, this 
semester contains something different, and I am glad it does. I 
can recall a specific class period where Professor Efram was re-
viewing the basic fundamentals of the periodic table, its atoms, 
and the many different molecule combinations. He begins to 
explain how each atoms goal is to get to a happy state. He then 
proceeds to give us the formula for an atom to get to its happy 
state. During that specific day in class I was taught that in order 
for an atom to be completely happy it has to have eight electrons 
in its outer most shell, this is known as the octet rule. So to fur-
ther explain his lesson, he begins to demonstrate by giving us an 
example, “Ok class we are going to take Sodium (Na) and Chlo-
ride (Cl), add them together and see what happens,” he said.  As 
stated earlier in the lecture, the class now understands that this 
process of atoms joining together is known as bonding. He also 
let us know that one of Sodium’s properties consist of a shiny 
soft metal, and that the property of Chloride consist of a yellow 
poisonous gas. What was so shocking to me is what takes place 
when you add the two properties together. By adding Sodium 
and Chloride together table salt is created giving you a totally 
new property known as Sodium Chloride (NaCl).

Professor Efram then let us know that when you add two 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 
- 1 John 3:2

Religion Continued....
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You can still be “summertime fine” without the risk of 
that $25 fine. Wearing less clothes does not mean you 
will feel any cooler. Keep clothing choices light and wear 
items that allow your skin to breathe. It is absolutely pos-
sible to be fashionably modest. T-shirts and tank tops 
are your best friends; and they come in so many differ-
ent fits, colors, and designs, so you do not have to worry 
about looking to “basic.” It is all about how you wear it.

Do not forget those dope sunglasses or that bucket 
hat you picked up the other day! Accessories that keep 
the sun at bay are essential for walking around campus. 
However, the most important accessory you can wear 
is confidence. We all have our own style and we have to 
stick with it. Everyone cannot wear the same things, and 
even if we did, it would be boring. Whatever style you 
choose to follow, make sure you are comfortable and it 
works well for you.  

FASHION
Without Breaking a Sweat
Mariah Scarver
Spreading Oak Staff Writer

We all know that the summer heat in the 
South can be brutal, from the hot and 
muggy afternoons to the equally scorch-
ing nights; but that does not mean your 

wardrobe has to suffer. The summers can be quite long 
in Ala., so if you have not mastered the style of dressing 
for the weather, now is the perfect time to start.

It is never about what you wear, it is about how you 
wear it. Material and color is everything. You can wear a 
black cashmere tank top in the summer and still burn up 
as soon as you step outside of Wade Hall. You thought 
wearing that Nike hoodie with the matching shirt was a 
good idea until you leave the gym and it’s 102 degrees 
outside (and we know you had on three pair of basket-
ball shorts). Leave the dark colors to the fall and winter 
months and stick to lighter colors during the summer 
months because darker colors absorb more light which 
turns into heat.

Less is not more when it comes to summer fashion. 

 Pictured are some examples of individuality on this 
campus. Do what you want and don’t allow yourself to 
be hindered by fashion barriers and rules? As long as 
you have confidence in yourself and are presentable, 
nothing and no one else matters.  

Style: An Ode to Individuality
Jeffrey Wilder
Spreading Oak Staff Writer

Do you wanna talk about it?” “Are you straight 
with the ‘fit’?” “Must be nice.” Ever heard 
these words? Walking across campus, you 
are bound to see several forms of stylistic 

expression. Every student typically has their own form 
of individuality that they convey through the way they 
dress themselves. Some students follow trends very 
closely. Others may be heavily influenced by different 
decades, their favorite celebrities, or maybe even their 
favorite online fashion blogs. Despite the aforemen-
tioned facts, fashion and style are two very different 
entities. Though the two terms go hand in hand there 
is a fine line in between. Fashion is defined as being a 
popular trend, in the way one puts things together. Style 
however is described as a manner of doing something 
or the way one puts things together. Oakwood is a river 
full of individuality; everyone has a distinct style or way 
doing things.  In today’s society, individuality and self-
expression are often stressed to young minds. It often 
shows the depth of the mind, and how a person thinks. Photos by x|Posure

Photo by Teymi Townsend
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ADVICE COLUMN
“Child You Better Ask Somebody!”

Question:  There’s a young lady on campus that could use some extra 
attention to her hair style. I want to say something. Should I?

Question:  How do I tell my parents I want to change my major know-
ing how badly they want me to go into the medical/nursing field?

Answer:  
Start a casual conversation with her saying that you were thinking about trying out a different salon. Name 
drop a few places that you were thinking of going to. If she starts to talk to you about hairstyles, invite her to 
go along with you. Maybe she will eventually decide to use your stylist and eventually maybe even you’ll gain 
a new friend.

Answer:  
I know exactly what you are going through. Since I was younger, I wanted to go to medical school, so my par-
ents always pushed me towards this goal. When I actually got to college my plan changed. Telling my parents 
that I no longer wanted to go to medical school was extremely scary, especially since my mother was a nurse. 
The first thing I will tell you is that before you approach your parents you need to have a well thought out 
plan. What do you want to do instead? Why do you want to do it? What differs between the two fields? What 
do you need to do to achieve this new field of student, etc. Once you have that plan and it is well thought out 
with all the facts, then present it to your family. When you bring a plan to your parents they will see your 
seriousness and passion, and from there you will be able to reach a decision and/or compromise. Parents can 
sometimes have tunnel vision and may not be open minded to other options, not because they don’t under-
stand but because they may not know what is going on in your head.  Once they see the drive and willingness 
to accomplish what you want, just like my parents, they will have no choice but to be on your side.

If you have any issues that you need advice on, feel free to drop your question in the box labeled 
“Child You Better Ask Somebody!” (tentative title) at the USM offices in Blake Center.
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girl you met 15 minutes into orientation is not your wife. Sorry to break it 
to you champ, but keep your options open, you are here to get an education 
and a career not a wife. So, young man, now it’s on you. Live on and cherish 
and when you’re in my shoes you’ll appreciate those sunsets and picturesque 
hills.

Sincerely,
The older you”

whole AY service was “power-packed” mostly 
because of the sermon that was preached by 
Patrick Graham, youth director for the Allegh-
eny East Conference. His topic was “Christian 
Atheism” and it was about his experience at 
Oakwood. He talked about how we call on 
God but really don’t believe in Him. He helped 

CAMPUS NEWS STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

The Conversation

AY Starts Off Power Packed

Michael Rhodes

After leaving class the paths of an older student and I crossed.
“Don’t you just love this place,” he asked. “Not typically,” I 
retorted. “Well why not? It’s a paradise, a little slice of 
heaven, a sanctuary between the most picturesque set of 

rolling hills,” he said. “And the sunsets here are unmatched. I wouldn’t 
have given the experience for anything,” he added.

“Picturesque hills? That’s a tad bit of a over sell, don’t you think? 
Sure the hills are ok, but they’re not the rocky’s and a sunset is a sunset 
no matter where you are,” I said. “But for what it costs I’m a little un-
derwhelmed.”

“Underwhelmed? I forgot how young in your thinking you are,” 
he said. Silence followed his statement. After a moment, he reached in 
his backpack, gave me a letter, and walked away.  In his letter he wrote:

“Dear Self,
I wish I would’ve done this for us earlier but, hey, we live and we learn 
don’t we? Well, now that I’ve learned I want you to live but take a few 
things into consideration on your journey. Take everything the college 
life has to offer. Well, not all of it but at least some of it. It’s your fresh-
men year, have fun. Join the Math club, or USM, or The OU drumline, 
or do all of them just as long as you can keep up with your work. The 

Isaac Nwadike
Spreading Oak Spiritual Editor

On August 29, the student body expe-
rienced the first AY service of the year 
and it was power-packed. The theme 
was “Who is Your God” and if you were 

there you knew that God’s holy presence was in the 
building. The music and preaching were amazing, in 
my opinion. 

As I walked into the church I could feel the Holy 
Spirit’s presence all around the room. You could tell 
that something was different and you could feel that 
it wasn’t just entertainment for the students but an 
ushering for God to come dwell among them. 

The singers of Dynamic Praise were dressed in 
all white but that really was not reason they stood 
out. The Holy Spirit seemed to be touching the voic-
es of the singers. People were praising God with up-
lifted hands. Looking out into the crowd reminded 
me of the passage in Revelation 15 where John sees 
the mighty multitude of witnesses for Jesus. The 

“So, young man, now it’s on you. Live on and
cherish and when you’re in my shoes you’ll 
appreciate those sunsets and picturesque hills.”

all the students understand what it truly 
means to have a relationship with Jesus. At 
the conclusion of the service, he challenged 
every man and woman in the entire church 
to be a Christian and to have Christ in their 
hearts.  

FINAL Spreadign Oak Copy.indd   10 9/10/14   10:52 AM



{ w w w . s p r e a d i n g o a k . c o m }    11

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Meet the Student of Month! Tahjai J. Conkerite was 
born in Moreno Valley, Calif., on August 14, 1993. He 
later moved to Atlanta, Ga., in 2007 where he attend-
ed Greater Atlanta Adventist Academy. Tahjai has two 
older brothers and enjoys spending his free time play-
ing basketball. He is currently a senior at Oakwood 
University majoring in business administration and 
marketing. Tahjai strives to inspire all who he comes 
into contact with.

Guess what? He’s the USM president! 
“As USM president, I am the voice of the student body. 
If I had one wish for the students of Oakwood Uni-
versity it would be that at the end of the school year, 
when students reflect on their Oakwood experience, 
they are glad that they made the decision to come to 
this great 
institution!” 

Do you have a favorite sports team? 
“Of course. Los Angeles Lakers and San Francisco 
49ers.”

Tell us some fun facts about yourself! 
“I have lived in five states. I have torn my ACL twice playing basketball. I 
like to wear shoes without socks.”

What’s your favorite quote? 
“Being realistic is the most commonly traveled road to mediocrity. Strive 
for greatness!” –Will Smith

If you could use ONE word to describe yourself, what word would you 
choose and why?  
“Hungry. Because I have a hunger for success.”

Photo by x|Posure

Ashlea Hendrickson
Spreading Oak Staff Writer
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Remembering Those Lives Taken...

“In 2001, I lived in Boston, and my school hadn’t started yet. My dad was a lawyer at that time, and he happened to have a case that day in Manhat-
tan. As you may or may not know, every plane that crashed that day left from Boston. Now, I remember watching in awe as the news came on that 
a plane, then a second plane, crashed into the World Trade Center. It didn’t make sense to me at the time. I was 7, and I thought that it was just an 
accident; that the planes were flying too low. Not too long after, my dad pulled up in our driveway and I met him. He explained to me that he was on 
the Tarmac, waiting to take off when the announcement that the attack had happened, and the plane turned around and went back to the terminal. 
I don’t know, and no one may ever know if the plane my dad was on may have a terrorist or anything like that. But the fact that his plane was headed 
New York says something. We moved to Long Island, New York a few years later and as I became friends with people there I met people who lost an 
uncle, a brother, a sister, an aunt, or a cousin. There are plenty of people who greet 9/11 with sadness where I live.  My dad is now the president of 
the Northeastern Conference, and based on the fact that my dad is still alive and well, every 9/11 for me is a day to say thanks. I don’t really worry 
about the what ifs when I think about that day. I’m just thankful that God was looking out for my family.” -Gamaliel Honoré

“I was basically raised in Queens, New York my whole life and I was in the third grade when 9/11 happened. Since I was so young-minded at the 
time, I didn’t know the extent of how bad the horrific events actually where when I was watching it on the news in my classroom. Not too long after 
my school met up in the auditorium and we had a moment of silence. Going home my parents explained to me how bad it actually was and that ter-
rorists were hijacking a plane and crashed it into the Twin Towers and the Pentagon. Reminiscing on the moment, it seemed like all of New York and 
basically the whole world was mourning with us. So many people lost their lives and its so crazy to know that even till this day 9/11 is such a tender 
topic in New York for some people. What also added on to the horror for me, was that a girl from my church worked there and she was missing for 
about a week and a half, her mother searched every hospital in the borough and come to find out, she did die from this tragic, horrific crime. All in 
all, I respect how New York handled the situation and I hope the families that lost loved ones will recover one day.”  -Kamille Robertson

Celebrating the 60th issue of Spreading Oak!
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